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other remedies thofc protuberances were gone, nor are there any 
footfteps left of the abovementioned Difeafe. 

The two other Trials were made upon the other Sex. A mar- 
ried Woman of 3 5, and a ferving Maid of 20 years of age, had 
been both of them from their Birth very grievoufly affli&ed with 
Epileptick fits, fo that there was little hopes left to cure them. 
They both underwent this operation,and there was inje&ed into 
their Veins a Laxative Roftn^ diffolved in an Anti-Efile$ticai 
Spirit* Thtfirft of thefe had gentle ftooJs, fome hours after 
thelnje&ion, and the next day the fits recurring now and then, 
but much milder, are fince altogether vanifh'd. As for the other, 
viz. the Maid, fhe went the fame day to ftool four times, and 
feverai times the next 5 but by going into the Air, and taking 
cold, and notobferving any diet, caft herfelf away. 

*Tis remarkable, that it was common to all three to vomit foon 
after the inje&ion, and that extreamly and frequently ;> the rea~ 
fpn whereof we Ifeave to intelligent Phyficians to aflign. 

dn ExtraEi 

Of a Letter, written from the Bermudas, giving an account of 
the Courfe of the Tides there ; of Wells both fait and fweet> 
digged near the Sea) of the Whale- fifliing there fraBifed 
anew, and of fuch Whales as have the Sperma Ceti in them. 

This Letter was written June 1 8. 1667. h ^ at intelligent Cemleman 
Mr. Richard Norwood, living upon the place, andre luting at follows. 

I Received your Letter of OEiobcr 24. 1666. but, whereas you 
mention another formerly fent, that never came to my hands : 
Neither had I, before the receipt of yours, the lead intelligence 
of thelnftitutionof the Royal Society, founded by the King- but 
am very glad, that God hath put into the heart of his Majefty, 
to advance fuch a noble Defign, and fho.uld rejoyce, I were able 
to add my Mite for the furtherance of it* As to the particulars 
you recommend to me, Ifliall anfwerto them, as I can, in the 
order I find them, 

Firjl y touching the Conjunction of UKercury with the Sun, 
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which you fay you gave me notice of in your firft, not received, 
and which happened Ottob % 25. 166%. I had alfo notice of it 
from Mr. Street, &nd had provided in fonie meafuretoobferve 
It ; but the sky was fo overcaft, that the Sun could fcarce be 
difcerned ail that day. 

Next y concerning the Tides, I have only taken a general no- 
tice of them 5 as, that it is high water about 7 of the clock on 
the Change day (in fome Creeks an hour or two later, ) The 
water rifeth but little 3 as about 4 foot at a high water ; but at 
the Spring- tides it may be a foot more. The Tides without are 
very various in their fetting. Sometimes the Tide of Floud fets 
to the Eafiward, fometimes to the weftward : but in fair, calm, 
and fetled weather, the faid Tide fets from the Soutb-eajl toward 
the Nprth-weJIy as they fay. 

We dig wells of frefh water fometimes within 20 yards of the 
Sea or le!s, which, rife and fall upon the Floud, and ebb as the 
Sea. doth • and fo do moft of the Wells in the Country, though 
further up (as I am inform'd.) Wherefoever they digg Wells 
here> they digg till they come almoft to a Level with the fuperfi- 
cies of the Sea, and then they find either frefh water or fait. If 
it befrefk, yet if they digg two or three foot deeper, or often left, 
they come, to fait water. If it be a fandy ground, or a fandy 
crumbling Stone, that the water foaks gently through, they find 
ufmllyfrefb water- but if they behardLimeftone-Rocks,which 
the water cannot (oak through, but pafleth in chinks ordefts 
between them, the water is fait or brackifh. Yet (to mention 
that by the by) I never faw aay Sand in the Country fuch as 
will grind Glais, or whet Knives, &c. asm England, butafub- 
iknee like Sand, though much fofter; neither have we any 
Peble-flones or Flint. 

For the killing of fvhalesy it hath been formerly attempted in 
vain, but within thefe two or three years, in the Spring-time and 
fair weather, they take fometimes one, or two, or threein a day. 
They are lefs, I hear, than thofe in Greenland^ but more quick 
and lively^ fo that if they be ftruck in deep water, they prefent- 
ly make into the deep with fuch violence,^ that the Boat is in 
danger to be haled down after them, if they cut not the Rope in 
time 1 therefore they ufually ftrike ihem in flioal- water. They 
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have very good Boats for that purpofe, mannM with fix Oars> 
fuch as they can row forwards or backwards, as occafion requi- 
reth. They row up gently to the Whale, and fo he will fcarcely 
fhun them ; and when the Harpineer, (landing ready fitted, fees 
his opportunity, he ftrikes his Harping-Iron into the Whale a- 
bout or before the Fins, rather than toward the Tail. Now the 
Harping-Irons are like thofe, which are ufual in England in lin- 
king Porpoifes $ but Angular good metal, that will not break, 
but wind, as they fay, about a man's hand. To the Harping- 
Irons. is made faft a ftrong lythe Rope,and into the Socket of that 
Iron is put a Staff, which, when the Whale is ftruck, comes 
out of the Socket ; and fo when the Whale is fomething quiet, 
they hale up to him by the Rope, and, it may be, ftrike into him 
another Harping-Iron, or lance him with Lances in ftaves, till 
they have kilPd him. This I write by relation, for I have not 
feen any kill'd my felf. I hear not, that they have found any 
Sperma Ceti in any of theje Whales; but I have heard from 
credible perfbns, that there is a kind of fuch as have the Sper- 
ma at Elutheria, and others of the Bahama Iflands ( where 
alfo they find often quantities of x^Amber-greece) and that 
thofe have great Teeth (which ours have not) and are 
very finewy. One of this place (John Perinchief) found 
one there dead, driven upon an Ifland , and, though I think 
ignorant in the bufinefs, yet got a great quantity of Sperma Ceti 
out of it. It feems, they have not much Oyl, as ours, but this 
Oyl, I hear, is at firft like Sperma Ceti; but they clarifieit, I 
think, by the fire. When I ;fpeak with him (whom I could 
not meet with at prefent, and now the Ship is ready to fetfail) 
I fhali endeavour to be further informed; but at prefent with 
the tender of my humbly fer vice to the Royal Society \ and com* 
mending your Noble Defign to the bleffing of the Almighty, 
I take my leave, <&c. 
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